DISCIPLESHIP: MATURING!
WHAT DOES GOD EXPECT TO GET OUT OF US BEING CHRISTIANS?
GLORY PLUS!
In Mark 12:41-44 we read of how God can multiply our very limited resources, and we must surely be able to see that it is in this very way that our God is glorified. Our old nature, our pride, wants to do things for God; our new nature only wants to be a vessel, used by him FOR HIS GLORY.  It is this new nature, or new order of priorities, which we must keep before us as we look at this question of what God expects to get out of our being reborn into his family.

Most people in this country have heard the first half of the gospel of salvation.  How we have been saved from death and hell, and we're on our way to heaven.  How we have peace with God, and absolute assurance of where we're going, and so on. We have no doubt heard how all this is due to the love of God, which caused him to send Jesus Christ.

Now while all the above things are true, and I should think we hold them very dear, nevertheless, we must take ALL of God's Word and balance Jh.3:16 with Acts 17:30-31, and Acts 16:31 with Acts 26:19-20.

In Eph.l:4-6&12-14 we’re told we have been chosen and saved for the praise of God‘s glorious grace, and that we have been appointed to live, and to take possession of our inheritance, also for this same purpose.  We must remember we were bought with a price, so that we might glorify God in our bodies (lCor.6:19-20, and we were saved to bear fruit for him. (Jh.l5:7-8, Matt.7:15-20, Jh.l5:16, Matt.7:7, Rom.7:4)
We are given his Spirit so that we can witness effectively for Jesus Christ (Acts 1:8 & 5:32, lPet.2:9, Ps.40:8-10, lPet.2:20-21), and we have been saved to serve as priests in the heavenly temple. (1Pet.2:1-5&9, Heb.13:15-16, Rom.l2:1-2, Rom.15:15-16, Eph.4:22-24, Matt.25:40)
We have also been saved to give "full time service" to God (1Pet.2:9, Col.3:23-24), and to be intercessors for all mankind, but especially for the saints. (1Tim.2:1-8, Is.59:14-16, Ezek.22:30) 

Again, we have been saved to be church builders, i.e. builders of the one true body of Christ, not a denomination, not physical buildings. (1Cor.12:7 & 14:26, Eph.4:11-16, Heb.10:24-25)
SUMMARY TEXT: 2Cor.6:14 – 7:1
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